HANDLE COVER PROMOTIONS SYSTEM AND METHOD 
Background of the Invention 
[0001] The present invention relates generally to handle covers and, more 

particularly, to a shopping cart handle cover promotions system and method of advertising 
utilizing the system including a point of sales dispenser for the shopping cart handle cover. 
[0002] Use of metal or plastic shopping carts in supermarkets or luggage carts ui 

airports, for example, is widespread. The cart handle is seldom, if ever, cleaned allowing dirt 
and germs to be passed from one user to the next. Additionally, when children are placed in a 
shopping cart, they may place their hands on the shopping cart handle and then place their 
hands in their mouth or place their mouths directly on the handle. Another problem is the 
potential for injuring small children in a shopping cart if the child's head or mouth impacts 
the shopping cart handle. 

[0003] Various devices have been proposed to address these problems including 

padding or covering the handle bar of shopping carts with plastic or foam covers. Other 
devices have been proposed which incorporate coupons or advertising on the handle cover. 
Often these handles are cumbersome to store and present disposal problems. 

Summary of the Invention 
[0004] The present invention provides a handle cover promotions system and 

promotions method including a cover for a shopping cart handle which provides sanitary and 
physical protection to the user and provides an advertising space for a sponsor. The handle 
covers nest together for convenient storage and dispensing and are recyclable and/or 
biodegradable. A divided dispenser is provide to organize and dispense the covers and may 
be located at the point of sales. 
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Brief Description of the Drawings 
[0005] Fig. 1 is a perspective, enlarged view of the shopping cart handle cover of 

the present invention mounted on a shopping cart handle. 

[0006] Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the shopping cart handle cover of Fig. 1 

shown with a shopping cart. 

[0007] Fig. 3 is a perspective view of a point of sale dispenser and storage 

container for a plurality of nested shopping cart handle covers of the present invention. 
[0008] Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the shopping cart handle cover of Fig. 1 . 

[0009] Fig. 5 is a cross-sectional view of the shopping cart handle cover of Fig. 1 . 

[0010] Fig. 6 is a front elevational view of the shopping cart handle cover of 

Fig. 1 shown partially mounted. 

[001 1] Fig. 7 is a front elevational view of the shopping cart handle cover of 

Fig. 6 shown mounted. 
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Detailed Description 

[0012] Referring to Figs, 1 , 2, 4 and 5, the shopping cart handle cover of the 

present invention is generally indicated by reference numeral 10. Handle cover 10 is a 
generally elongated hollow tube with curved ends 12 and a longitudinal slit 14 running the 
length of the cover 10. The cover 10 is sized to fit around the handle 16 of a shopping cart 
18. Although handle cover 10 is shown used with a shopping cart 18 it is not intended to be 
so limited. Handle cover 10 may be used with a wide variety of carts or handles including 
hospital carts, food service carts, luggage carts in airports, and athletic equipment handles, for 
example. 

[0013] Handle cover 10 may be constructed of cardboard or other paper product 

or other material which is disposable, recyclable and biodegradable. The handle cover 10 
may be formed or rolled into a tube and cut to a length of approximately 18 inches. Handle 
cover 10 may be trimmed to any length. The inner diameter 20 of handle cover 10 is slightly 
less than the outer diameter 22 of handle 16 to ensure a snug fit around handle 16. A 
cushioning material (not shown) may also be included in the inner diameter 20 of cover 10. 
[0014] Referring to Figs. 6-8, handle cover 10 is shaped to easily fit around 

handle 16. The roimded ends 12 of handle cover 10 allows the cover 10 to spread along slit 
14 to fit around handle 16. The handle cover 10 has a spring memory to retain its shape after 
it has been fitted around a handle 16, 

[0015] Indicia 24 such as advertisements or coupons may be printed on or 

attached to handle cover 10. The advertisements or coupons 24 may be used to enhance a 
user to purchase the products of a sponsoring merchant or product manufacturer. Coupons 
may be releasable so that a shopper may redeem the coupon upon purchase of the 



corresponding product. The coupons or ads 24 may wrap around the handle cover 10 and 
handle 18. 

[0016] As shown in Fig. 8, the handle cover 10 may be cut from a flat piece of 

material in a generally elongated shape with curved ends 12. The handle cover 10 may then 
be formed into a tube for use with a handle. 

[0017] Referring to Fig. 3, a point of sale dispenser 30 is illustrated. A plurality 

of handle covers 10 nested together may be inserted into the openings 32 in dispenser 30. 
Dispenser 30 may be free standing or may be mounted to a wall so that the cover 10 may be 
free standing or may be mounted to a wall so that the cover 10 may be dispensed either 
vertically or horizontally. The dispenser 30 may be shaped to fit in a variety of locations. 
[0018] When a customer or shopper enters a retail store which uses shopping carts 

or baskets, for example, the shopping carts are near the front entrance of the store. The 
customer may be directed to the shopping carts which may be used to carry merchandise 
selected by the customer. A point of sale dispenser 30 may be located with the shopping 
carts to provide ready access to the handle covers 10. Additional advertising may be place on 
the sides of dispenser 30 to attract customers. A customer may remove one of the handle 
covers 1 0 and place it on a shopping cart handle 1 6. Advertising or coupons 24 may be used 
to suggest certain products to the customer. Once the cart has been used and returned to the 
store by the customer or by a store employee, the handle cover 10 may be removed and 
discarded. 

[0019] It is to be understood that while certain embodiments and/or aspects of the 

invention have been shown and described, the invention is not limited thereto and 
encompasses various other embodiments and aspects. 



